From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Fri Nov  1 23:37:57 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id XAA10689
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Fri, 1 Nov 2002 23:37:53 -0600 (CST)
From: "Darryl Smith" <Darryl@radio-active.net.au>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Paper copies of the APRS spec?
Date: Sat, 2 Nov 2002 16:36:57 +1100
Message-ID: <LYR11589-105304-2002.11.02-00.21.00--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Priority: 3 (Normal)
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal
Importance: Normal
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V6.00.2800.1106
X-Scanner: exiscan *187qyO-000813-00*9wcnp/lFq6Y* on Astaro Security Linux
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "Darryl Smith" <Darryl@radio-active.net.au>
X-Message-Id: <00d101c28231$df0e4d20$4601a8c0@DELL8000>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

People

I am wondering if there is a need to publish the APRSspec onto paper? I
know it is available online, and that it is subject to change.

However it seems to be fairly stable, and is the sort of thing that I
refer to all the time. Or I would if I had a paper copy for the shack.

Would people buy a copy if it were made available? Feel free to email me
directly and I will summarise the responses.

Thanks 

Darryl

---------
Darryl Smith, VK2TDS   POBox 169 Ingleburn NSW 2565 Australia
Mobile Number 0412 929 634 [+61 4 12 929 634 International] 
Darryl@radio-active.net.au | www.radio-active.net.au  
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Sat Nov  2 03:23:32 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id DAA18056
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Sat, 2 Nov 2002 03:23:29 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-105311-2002.11.02-04.06.27--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Sat, 2 Nov 2002 09:22:19 +0000
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: Paper copies of the APRS spec?
References: <LYR26815-105304-2002.11.02-00.21.00--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <LYR26815-105304-2002.11.02-00.21.00--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
X-Message-Id: <aEW1$JALl5w9Ew$e@peaksys.co.uk>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

In message <LYR26815-105304-2002.11.02-00.21.00--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lis
ts.tapr.org>, Darryl Smith <Darryl@radio-active.net.au> writes
>People
>
>I am wondering if there is a need to publish the APRSspec onto paper? I
>know it is available online, and that it is subject to change.
>
>However it seems to be fairly stable, and is the sort of thing that I
>refer to all the time. Or I would if I had a paper copy for the shack.
>
>Would people buy a copy if it were made available? Feel free to email me
>directly and I will summarise the responses.

I think if I ever wanted a printed copy, I'd print my own.

One problem I found with the approved version of the spec, was that it
didn't have section header bookmarks - the draft versions did. So I
bookmarked it myself in the style of the draft versions. If anyone else
thinks that would me useful, the bookmarked copy is on my web site -
http://www.ui-view.com/aprs/ap101bm.zip

-- 
Roger Barker, G4IDE - roger@peaksys.co.uk
For UI-View go to - http://www.UI-View.com
For WinPack go to - http://www.peaksys.co.uk
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Sun Nov  3 13:06:06 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id NAA25483
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Sun, 3 Nov 2002 13:05:57 -0600 (CST)
Subject: [aprsspec] APRS-IS Specialized Servers
Date: Sun, 3 Nov 2002 13:05:27 -0600
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="US-ASCII"
Message-ID: <LYR11589-105447-2002.11.03-13.48.56--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft Exchange V6.0.6249.0
content-class: urn:content-classes:message
Thread-Topic: APRS-IS Specialized Servers
Thread-Index: AcKDa/jJhXTJfsqKRoCMOpe7beNQQw==
From: "AE5PL Lists" <HamLists@ametx.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "AE5PL Lists" <HamLists@ametx.com>
X-Message-Id: <9F1E0A2562D60B43BAA4C87505322DFC0783DF@ame-main.ametx.com>
Precedence: bulk
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
X-MIME-Autoconverted: from quoted-printable to 8bit by tapr.org id NAA25483

Over the past few months, there has been some concern raised regarding
the use of APRS-IS to broadcast information available from other
Internet sources for the sole consumption of Internet-connected clients
(not for RF).  The concerns expressed are multifaceted, but bandwidth is
one of the major issues.  At the risk of flames from those with their
own agendas to promote, I would like to advance some principals and
ideas on the use of APRS-IS and possible ways to expand its use without
becoming a burden to those that support it.  Most of these ideas are
simply gathered from views expressed by others either here or elsewhere.

1) APRS-IS is a high speed backbone interconnecting local RF networks.
Bob has stated a number of times that APRS was developed as a "tactical"
protocol.  APRS-IS provides "intelligent" linking of these individual
tactical networks by the use of IGates and servers.  If the primary
purpose, today, of APRS-IS is to link RF networks, then any data
injected into APRS-IS should also be of a form easily gated to an RF
network.

2) APRS-IS is supported by donated equipment, bandwidth, and time.
As such, it is the responsibility of those that use APRS-IS to minimize
their impact on this donated resource while maintaining solid linking
between RF networks.  Data injected into APRS-IS in bursts creates peak
loads that can overload the donated resources.

3) Internet access is not free and, in some parts of the world, can be
very expensive for streaming data.
This should encourage those of use with "cheap" bandwidth to be
respectful of those that don't have that bandwidth.  Server operators
who inject data into APRS-IS where no RF network desires that
information should rethink their distribution method out of respect for
the other hams using the network.

Given the above principals, the question comes to mind "I would like to
see more data from APRS-IS, what is the best way to inject that data?"
There are two methods for placing data on APRS-IS: push and pull.  The
push method is used by WXSRVR to place weather events issued by the NWS
(US weather service) onto APRS-IS for gating to RF.  Dale has talked
about making the WXSRVR a push-pull server where abbreviated watches and
warnings would be "pushed" onto APRS-IS (still in an easily gated form)
but the more verbose information would only be injected if someone sent
a message to WXSRVR asking for the information.  This would be a good
example of using both push and pull effectively.

The pull method could be implemented by those experimenting with
different information sources.  It would reduce the impact on APRS-IS
and provide meaningful information to APRS users on RF.  For instance, a
message to METAR asking for the closest weather would get a message back
from the METAR "station" with the abbreviated METAR weather report.  A
message to FIRES for the closest fire would get a message back with the
closest fire information.  The reason for posting here is this: we can
make "standardized" messages for any of these.

My thought along this line is as follows:
Define different services.  For instance METAR, FIRES, BUOYS, QUAKES,
WXSRVR, etc.
Have some "standard" queries.  For instance ?NEAREST, ?LATEST 40mi
(latest within 40 miles), ?NEAR 40mi (means within 40 miles), etc.

This would give us a great new use for APRS messaging, reduce the
bandwidth used by non-RF related information, and give someone in the
field a "mini-web browser".

Comments about defining services and message syntax?

73,

Pete Loveall AE5PL
pete@ae5pl.net
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Sun Nov  3 14:13:09 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id OAA28384
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Sun, 3 Nov 2002 14:13:08 -0600 (CST)
Subject: [aprsspec] RE: APRS-IS Specialized Servers
Date: Sun, 3 Nov 2002 14:12:57 -0600
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="US-ASCII"
Message-ID: <LYR11589-105456-2002.11.03-14.56.22--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft Exchange V6.0.6249.0
content-class: urn:content-classes:message
Thread-Topic: [aprsspec] APRS-IS Specialized Servers
Thread-Index: AcKDa/jJhXTJfsqKRoCMOpe7beNQQwACEOGQ
From: "AE5PL Lists" <HamLists@ametx.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "AE5PL Lists" <HamLists@ametx.com>
X-Message-Id: <9F1E0A2562D60B43BAA4C87505322DFC086C2D@ame-main.ametx.com>
Precedence: bulk
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
X-MIME-Autoconverted: from quoted-printable to 8bit by tapr.org id OAA28384

In addition to providing "pull" services to all of APRS-IS, the
specialized servers could also offer ports for clients to connect to
directly receive the information that the server is generating.  It is
important, however, that only clients (no servers) connect to these
ports.  Servers connecting to other servers that are connected to these
specialized servers can cause the data to be inserted into the general
APRS-IS.

This mass interconnection of servers is also how loops occur on APRS-IS.
Server sysops should review their configurations and reduce or eliminate
most inter-server connections.  Tier 2 servers should have single
bidirectional feeds which connect to the core servers.  There should not
be multiple concurrent bidirectional feeds from a tier 2 server to the
core servers.  Nor should a tier 2 server arbitrarily create concurrent
connections to other servers.  The reasoning is simple: prevent loop
conditions; reduce bandwidth requirements at other servers.

73,

Pete Loveall AE5PL
pete@ae5pl.net
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Tue Nov  5 10:11:13 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id KAA15573
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Tue, 5 Nov 2002 10:11:13 -0600 (CST)
Date: Tue, 05 Nov 2002 11:09:27 -0500
From: John Ackermann   N8UR <jra@febo.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] New Issue of Packet Status Register Available
Message-ID: <LYR11589-105706-2002.11.05-10.53.53--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; format=flowed
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Content-Disposition: inline
X-Spam-Status: No, hits=0.0 required=5.0 tests= version=2.20
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: John Ackermann   N8UR <jra@febo.com>
X-Message-Id: <11665073.1036494567@WUSJA129861-8HP.corp.ncr.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

The Autumn 2002 issue of TAPR's journal, the _Packet_Status_Register_, is 
now available online.

You can download it, and past issues of PSR, from http://www.tapr.org/psr 
or via FTP from ftp.tapr.org/psr.  The issue name is "Autumn_85_2002.pdf".

73,
John N8UR

----
John Ackermann    N8UR         jra@febo.com     http://www.febo.com
President, TAPR                n8ur@tapr.org    http://www.tapr.org
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Nov  6 00:59:51 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id AAA00393
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 6 Nov 2002 00:59:46 -0600 (CST)
From: "Darryl Smith" <Darryl@radio-active.net.au>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
Date: Wed, 6 Nov 2002 17:58:22 +1100
Message-ID: <LYR11589-105815-2002.11.06-01.42.59--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Priority: 3 (Normal)
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal
X-MIMEOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V6.00.2800.1106
Importance: Normal
X-Scanner: exiscan *189K9n-0001Ng-00*fIQdKbVfsrQ* on Astaro Security Linux
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "Darryl Smith" <Darryl@radio-active.net.au>
X-Message-Id: <001701c28561$e8a2cae0$4601a8c0@DELL8000>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

People

How widely implemented is the APRS compressed format. I want to do some
decoding in a PIC and it seems to me that dividing by 91, and then
converting from decimal degrees to degrees with decimal minutes may be
outisde the capabilities of the IC. 

Also, I was wondering if there exists a reference C implementation for
it and MIC-E decode? That would be better than re-inventing the wheel
(again).

Many thanks 

Darryl

---------
Darryl Smith, VK2TDS   POBox 169 Ingleburn NSW 2565 Australia
Mobile Number 0412 929 634 [+61 4 12 929 634 International] 
Darryl@radio-active.net.au | www.radio-active.net.au  
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Nov  6 14:37:20 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id OAA01212
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 6 Nov 2002 14:37:14 -0600 (CST)
X-Authentication-Warning: wapiti.tc.fluke.com: archer owned process doing -bs
Date: Wed, 6 Nov 2002 12:34:59 -0800 (PST)
From: "Curt Mills, WE7U" <hacker@tc.fluke.com>
X-X-Sender:  <archer@wapiti.tc.fluke.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
In-Reply-To: <LYR30395-105815-2002.11.06-01.42.59--hacker#tc.fluke.com@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-105904-2002.11.06-15.20.31--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
X-OriginalArrivalTime: 06 Nov 2002 20:36:57.0336 (UTC) FILETIME=[4003FF80:01C285D4]
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "Curt Mills, WE7U" <hacker@tc.fluke.com>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.LNX.4.33.0211061230410.1414-100000@wapiti.tc.fluke.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Wed, 6 Nov 2002, Darryl Smith wrote:

> How widely implemented is the APRS compressed format. I want to do some
> decoding in a PIC and it seems to me that dividing by 91, and then
> converting from decimal degrees to degrees with decimal minutes may be
> outisde the capabilities of the IC.
>
> Also, I was wondering if there exists a reference C implementation for
> it and MIC-E decode? That would be better than re-inventing the wheel
> (again).

Compressed format is implemented in Xastir, including compressed
objects and items.

The Xastir source code is freely available under the GPL license and
written in C.  We can't promise that it'll be easy to understand or
that it's the best written or commented code in the world, but it
might suffice for your "reference implementation".

    http://sourceforge.net/projects/xastir

Navigate to "CVS" and then "Browse CVS Repository".  Most of the
decoding code is in "db.c".

You could also snag the entire source distribution and pick through
it at will.  It's distributed in tar'ed gzip'ed format.

-- 
Curt Mills, WE7U                    hacker_NO_SPAM_@tc.fluke.com
Senior Methods Engineer/SysAdmin
"Lotto:    A tax on people who are bad at math!"
"Windows:  Microsoft's tax on computer illiterates!" -- WE7U
"The world DOES revolve around me:  I picked the coordinate system!"
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Nov  6 17:27:05 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id RAA08841
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 6 Nov 2002 17:27:04 -0600 (CST)
Message-Id: <LYR11589-105921-2002.11.06-18.10.08--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
X-Sender: wa7nwp@pop.mail.yahoo.com
Date: Wed, 06 Nov 2002 15:26:26 -0800
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Bill Vodall - WA7NWP <wa7nwp@yahoo.com>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
In-Reply-To: <LYR19173-105904-2002.11.06-15.20.31--wa7nwp#yahoo.com@list
 s.tapr.org>
References: <LYR30395-105815-2002.11.06-01.42.59--hacker#tc.fluke.com@lists.tapr.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: Bill Vodall - WA7NWP <wa7nwp@yahoo.com>
X-Message-Id: <4.2.0.58.20021106152014.00b45ee0@pioneernet.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk


>
>The Xastir source code is freely available under the GPL license and
>written in C.

Once you include it directly in your software, you're required to
release your source code. No?   The poison pill principle.

Maybe it would be possible to use code on a non-GPL basis with permission
from authors of individual sections of XASTIR.

Bill - WA7NWP
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Nov  6 17:36:44 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id RAA09995
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 6 Nov 2002 17:36:39 -0600 (CST)
Date: Wed, 6 Nov 2002 17:36:24 -0600 (CST)
From: "Timothy J. Salo" <salo@saloits.com>
Message-Id: <LYR11589-105922-2002.11.06-18.19.59--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
In-Reply-To: <LYR31168-105921-2002.11.06-18.10.08--salo#saloits.com@lists.tapr.org>
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "Timothy J. Salo" <salo@saloits.com>
X-Message-Id: <200211062336.RAA42822@www.saloits.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

> Date: Wed, 06 Nov 2002 15:26:26 -0800
> To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
> From: Bill Vodall - WA7NWP <wa7nwp@yahoo.com>
> Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
> 
> >The Xastir source code is freely available under the GPL license ...
> 
> Once  you include it directly in your software, you're required to
> release your source code. No?   The poison pill principle.
> 
> Maybe it  would be possible to use code on a non-GPL basis with permission
> from authors of individual sections of XASTIR.

You can extract the algorithms from code that is distributed under
the GPL license and then re-implement then.  Given the length of
the code in question, this is probably feasible.  Of course, I would
like to think that you would release your new code under a
Berkeley-style license.

But, no one seems to answered the question about how widely the
compressed format is implemented.  My impression is that in the
past it was not widely implemented.  Has this changed?  (Insert
long whine here about APRS implement ions immutably cast in silicon
here.)

-tjs
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Nov  6 17:46:20 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id RAA10228
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 6 Nov 2002 17:46:19 -0600 (CST)
X-Authentication-Warning: wapiti.tc.fluke.com: archer owned process doing -bs
Date: Wed, 6 Nov 2002 15:44:10 -0800 (PST)
From: "Curt Mills, WE7U" <hacker@tc.fluke.com>
X-X-Sender:  <archer@wapiti.tc.fluke.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
In-Reply-To: <LYR29682-105921-2002.11.06-18.10.08--curt.mills#fluke.com@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-105923-2002.11.06-18.29.43--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
X-OriginalArrivalTime: 06 Nov 2002 23:46:09.0947 (UTC) FILETIME=[AEB2F6B0:01C285EE]
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "Curt Mills, WE7U" <hacker@tc.fluke.com>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.LNX.4.33.0211061527040.1414-100000@wapiti.tc.fluke.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Wed, 6 Nov 2002, Bill Vodall - WA7NWP wrote:

> >The Xastir source code is freely available under the GPL license and
> >written in C.
>
> Once you include it directly in your software, you're required to
> release your source code. No?   The poison pill principle.

True.  You're required to make it available if the user requests it.
It doesn't have to be distributed with each binary though.  It's all
in the "COPYING" file that's distributed with Xastir.


> Maybe it would be possible to use code on a non-GPL basis with permission
> from authors of individual sections of XASTIR.

Yes.  This is possible and allowable.  I think he was looking for
reference code though, not necessarily code to use outright.  If you
do want to use that bit of code directly, let me know.  We can
probably work something out.  I _think_ I wrote that portion.  I
should be able to look up who did in any case.

It's always nice to have a working implementation to look at while
writing your own.  The new version doesn't have to directly use any
code from the original.  Just having something to test with that
_does_ work is a real time-saver.

As always, Bill is looking at things with a critical eye.  Keep it
up!

-- 
Curt Mills, WE7U                    hacker_NO_SPAM_@tc.fluke.com
Senior Methods Engineer/SysAdmin
"Lotto:    A tax on people who are bad at math!"
"Windows:  Microsoft's tax on computer illiterates!" -- WE7U
"The world DOES revolve around me:  I picked the coordinate system!"
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Nov  6 21:40:05 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id VAA20467
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 6 Nov 2002 21:40:02 -0600 (CST)
Date: Wed, 06 Nov 2002 21:40:46 -0600
From: Mark Cheavens <mark@cheavens.com>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
In-reply-to: <LYR26418-105922-2002.11.06-18.19.59--mark#cheavens.com@lis
 ts.tapr.org>
X-Sender: mcheavens@hpserver.cheavens.com
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Message-id: <LYR11589-105970-2002.11.06-22.23.19--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; format=flowed
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT
 <LYR31168-105921-2002.11.06-18.10.08--salo#saloits.com@lists.tapr.org>
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: Mark Cheavens <mark@cheavens.com>
X-Message-Id: <5.1.0.14.2.20021106213817.02e90080@hpserver.cheavens.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

I did not answer previously since I figured that there would be a lot of 
posts about it!

As the digi sysop in Houston, I would guess that at least half of all 
packets transmitted locally are compressed packets.

Think:
Kenwood
Pic-E
TinyTracks

That accounts for a LOT of activity.

Mark Cheavens
KC5EVE

But, no one seems to answered the question about how widely the
>compressed format is implemented.  My impression is that in the
>past it was not widely implemented.  Has this changed?  (Insert
>long whine here about APRS implement ions immutably cast in silicon
>here.)
>
>-tjs
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Wed Nov  6 21:45:19 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id VAA20523
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Wed, 6 Nov 2002 21:45:18 -0600 (CST)
Content-Type: text/plain;
  charset="iso-8859-1"
From: James Jefferson <jjeffers@aprsworld.net>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
Date: Wed, 6 Nov 2002 21:45:45 +0000
User-Agent: KMail/1.4.3
References: <LYR19704-105970-2002.11.06-22.23.19--jjeffers#aprsworld.net@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <LYR19704-105970-2002.11.06-22.23.19--jjeffers#aprsworld.net@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <LYR11589-105971-2002.11.06-22.28.39--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: James Jefferson <jjeffers@aprsworld.net>
X-Message-Id: <200211062145.45326.jjeffers@aprsworld.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
X-MIME-Autoconverted: from quoted-printable to 8bit by tapr.org id VAA20523


> Think:
> Kenwood
> Pic-E
> TinyTracks

I think he was asking about base-91 compressed packets, not Mic-E.

-Jim KB0THN
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 00:53:46 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id AAA28347
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 00:53:34 -0600 (CST)
From: "Darryl Smith" <Darryl@radio-active.net.au>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 17:52:46 +1100
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106002-2002.11.07-01.36.53--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Priority: 3 (Normal)
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal
Importance: Normal
In-Reply-To: <LYR11660-105985-2002.11.07-00.00.22--darryl#radio-active.net.au@lists.tapr.org>
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V6.00.2800.1106
X-Scanner: exiscan *189gXK-0002dP-00*ijS3gbo1GDw* on Astaro Security Linux
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "Darryl Smith" <Darryl@radio-active.net.au>
X-Message-Id: <000101c2862a$4a921030$4601a8c0@DELL8000>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

G'Day

There are two types of compression in APRS - MIC-E and Base 91.

MIC-E is fairly easy to impliment... Base 91 is much harder as it gives
you a result that is 380926 points per degree latitude, or 190463 points
per degree longitude.

Since all the APRS protocols use is usually defined as fractions of
degrees, or fractions of minutes, or fractions of seconds, this number
is not easy to use.

Various people have commented that this protocole is not wirdely
implemented for that reason. The math involved in getting a tracker to
work on it is not nice in itself. The reason that base 91 was used was
for accuracy, but for the minor use a full NMEA string is better used.

As for the copyright issue, I feel that looking at an code to see how
they have implented it is fine. But I cannot use many of the pieces of
code since I want to be able to use some of the things that I am
developing commercially, either me leasing the built units out, or me
selling them commercially in the ham or commercial world. 

Darryl

---------
Darryl Smith, VK2TDS   POBox 169 Ingleburn NSW 2565 Australia
Mobile Number 0412 929 634 [+61 4 12 929 634 International] 
Darryl@radio-active.net.au | www.radio-active.net.au  
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 01:38:35 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id BAA29072
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 01:38:32 -0600 (CST)
X-Authentication-Warning: gatekeeper.we7u.net: archer owned process doing -bs
Date: Wed, 6 Nov 2002 23:52:57 -0800 (PST)
From: "Curt Mills, WE7U" <archer@eskimo.com>
X-Sender: archer@gatekeeper.we7u.net
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
In-Reply-To: <LYR29683-106002-2002.11.07-01.36.53--archer#eskimo.com@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106005-2002.11.07-02.21.44--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "Curt Mills, WE7U" <archer@eskimo.com>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.LNX.4.04.10211062345520.28750-100000@gatekeeper.we7u.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Thu, 7 Nov 2002, Darryl Smith wrote:

> As for the copyright issue, I feel that looking at an code to see how
> they have implented it is fine. But I cannot use many of the pieces of
> code since I want to be able to use some of the things that I am
> developing commercially, either me leasing the built units out, or me
> selling them commercially in the ham or commercial world. 

Note that a GPL Copyright does not mean that the code cannot be sold
or otherwise profitted from, it just means that the source code must
be made available.  I (or anyone else) am free to charge whatever fee
I think I can extract.  If I can get someone to pay me $1000 or
$10,000 per copy, more power to me.  The license does not exclude
that.

If you want to develop something for which you can charge a pretty
penny and you don't want them to see what's "behind the curtain",
I'd suggest you learn what you can from the code and spec, extract
the algorithms, then code it up from scratch.

Curt, WE7U.				archer@eskimo.com
http://www.eskimo.com/~archer
  Lotto:  A tax on people who are bad at math. - unknown
Windows:  Microsoft's tax on computer illiterates. - WE7U.


---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 02:17:19 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id CAA00300
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 02:17:18 -0600 (CST)
Reply-To: "max" <mxd@wilder.net>
From: "max" <mxd@wilder.net>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] OT open source, was: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 00:16:46 -0800
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106007-2002.11.07-03.00.37--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="US-ASCII"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Priority: 1 (Highest)
X-MSMail-Priority: High
X-MIMEOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V6.00.2800.1106
In-Reply-To: <LYR27581-106005-2002.11.07-02.21.44--mxd#wilder.net@lists.tapr.org>
Importance: High
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
X-Message-Id: <BF932B3ACE3BA040B982E5E5A8E514C66B46@base.int.wilder.net>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

[m:.x:.d:.] We7U said to someone else: 

> If you want to develop something for which you can charge a pretty
> penny and you don't want them to see what's "behind the curtain",
> I'd suggest you learn what you can from the code and spec, extract
> the algorithms, then code it up from scratch.

[m:.x:.d:.] I'd add that if you do this - since you won't let your code
be free (as in speech) - consider contributing to the community that
helped you create your program (by sharing their code with you) by
giving some of the profits back to projects that help advance open
source.

I'd suggest things like gnome (http://www.gnome.org/friends/), or
KDE (http://www.kdeleague.org/contribute.php ). 

Not using linux? Well, still consider helping people who share code. GNU
is pretty platform independent. (
https://agia.fsf.org/mp/order.py?make-donation=1 )

<soapbox>

as an aside - and I'm not pointing to anyone in particular - I find it
very silly that people in the amateur radio community don't "get" the
open source philosophy more readily.

People sharing code means more people see code, learn how to code
better, and don't re-invent the wheel every time. This leads to more and
better software. Rinse. Repeat. Open Source is automatic elmering. But,
elmering has fallen out of fashion, I think....

I'm amazed that no one has written and released a general APRS parsing
library. Everyone seems to do it from scratch. Why? Wouldn't the
community be better served by creating a portable standard library that
could be easily used by others? Has it been tried? I've never been able
to find any record of such a thing. (by the way, if you want to work on
a general APRS library, email me. I'm game.)

IMHO part of the death of packet was the inability of the pbbs authors
to feel confident, or benevolent, enough to release their code so other
people could help move it forward. It's much more important to them to
collect a relatively paltry amount of money than to help advance and
preserve their HOBBY for future generations. And for those that keep the
system closed and don't ask for money, I'm baffled. Why would anyone
ever do this??

Of course, there are exceptions. And, again, I'm not directing this at
anyone in particular. It just frustrates me to see literally thousands
of college kids sharing code and learning how to make better and better
software while our hobbies state of the art digital systems run - by and
large - on dos software that is barely maintained.

So, i guess you can flame me. But, just stating an opinion....

</soapbox>

73k6mxd
max
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 02:37:05 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id CAA01912
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 02:36:58 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106008-2002.11.07-03.20.22--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 08:34:28 +0000
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
References: <LYR26815-105970-2002.11.06-22.23.19--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
In-Reply-To: <LYR26815-105970-2002.11.06-22.23.19--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
X-Message-Id: <ovzJlMAUWiy9Ew66@peaksys.co.uk>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

In message <LYR26815-105970-2002.11.06-22.23.19--roger#peaksys.co.uk@lis
ts.tapr.org>, Mark Cheavens <mark@cheavens.com> writes
>I did not answer previously since I figured that there would be a lot of 
>posts about it!

Given that it has turned into yet another open source discussion, I was
tempted to kill-file the thread...

>As the digi sysop in Houston, I would guess that at least half of all 
>packets transmitted locally are compressed packets.
>
>Think:
>Kenwood
>Pic-E
>TinyTracks

They are Mic-E,  I *think* the original question was about compressed
format (base 91).

My experience suggests that it is not widely used. Also, because the
level of support for compressed format varies between APRS clients, my
recommendation to UI-View users is not to use it, unless they have a
specific reason to do so.

-- 
Roger Barker, G4IDE - roger@peaksys.co.uk
For UI-View go to - http://www.UI-View.com
For WinPack go to - http://www.peaksys.co.uk
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 07:42:37 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id HAA09077
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 07:42:29 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106035-2002.11.07-08.25.47--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
From: "Patrick Karp" <pkarp@conwaycorp.net>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
References: <LYR27202-106007-2002.11.07-03.00.37--pkarp#conwaycorp.net@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: OT open source, was: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 07:41:39 -0600
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Priority: 3
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V6.00.2800.1106
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "Patrick Karp" <pkarp@conwaycorp.net>
X-Message-Id: <003501c28663$6773c5c0$6501a8c0@patslaptop>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

Its called American greed!  I'm proud to be an American don't get me
wrong.   However When you think that this is a hobby that does allot
of community service, the folk that charge $50-$60 and higher to use
their program is putting a big financial burden on the folks that just
want to participate.  There is something about the fact that it is
against the law for me to make a dime with any of this software and
they are trying to make $50,000 to $60,000 with it.  Although I don't
fully agree with your Open source idea.  I do feel these programmers
should contribute (They may in ways we don't see) to the hobby instead
of making a buck from it.    Thanks to open source and UIview there is
still options available to everyone. 8)
----- Original Message -----
From: "max" <mxd@wilder.net>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Sent: Thursday, November 07, 2002 2:16 AM
Subject: [aprsspec] OT open source, was: How widely implemened is APRS
Compressed format?


> [m:.x:.d:.] We7U said to someone else:
>
> > If you want to develop something for which you can charge a pretty
> > penny and you don't want them to see what's "behind the curtain",
> > I'd suggest you learn what you can from the code and spec, extract
> > the algorithms, then code it up from scratch.
>
> [m:.x:.d:.] I'd add that if you do this - since you won't let your
code
> be free (as in speech) - consider contributing to the community that
> helped you create your program (by sharing their code with you) by
> giving some of the profits back to projects that help advance open
> source.
>
> I'd suggest things like gnome (http://www.gnome.org/friends/), or
> KDE (http://www.kdeleague.org/contribute.php ).
>
> Not using linux? Well, still consider helping people who share code.
GNU
> is pretty platform independent. (
> https://agia.fsf.org/mp/order.py?make-donation=1 )
>
> <soapbox>
>
> as an aside - and I'm not pointing to anyone in particular - I find
it
> very silly that people in the amateur radio community don't "get"
the
> open source philosophy more readily.
>
> People sharing code means more people see code, learn how to code
> better, and don't re-invent the wheel every time. This leads to more
and
> better software. Rinse. Repeat. Open Source is automatic elmering.
But,
> elmering has fallen out of fashion, I think....
>
> I'm amazed that no one has written and released a general APRS
parsing
> library. Everyone seems to do it from scratch. Why? Wouldn't the
> community be better served by creating a portable standard library
that
> could be easily used by others? Has it been tried? I've never been
able
> to find any record of such a thing. (by the way, if you want to work
on
> a general APRS library, email me. I'm game.)
>
> IMHO part of the death of packet was the inability of the pbbs
authors
> to feel confident, or benevolent, enough to release their code so
other
> people could help move it forward. It's much more important to them
to
> collect a relatively paltry amount of money than to help advance and
> preserve their HOBBY for future generations. And for those that keep
the
> system closed and don't ask for money, I'm baffled. Why would anyone
> ever do this??
>
> Of course, there are exceptions. And, again, I'm not directing this
at
> anyone in particular. It just frustrates me to see literally
thousands
> of college kids sharing code and learning how to make better and
better
> software while our hobbies state of the art digital systems run - by
and
> large - on dos software that is barely maintained.
>
> So, i guess you can flame me. But, just stating an opinion....
>
> </soapbox>
>
> 73k6mxd
> max
>
>
>
>
> ---
> You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: pkarp@conwaycorp.net
> To unsubscribe send a blank email to
leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
> Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator:
wa1lou@tapr.org
>
>
>
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 12:30:42 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id MAA20505
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 12:30:41 -0600 (CST)
X-Authentication-Warning: wapiti.tc.fluke.com: archer owned process doing -bs
Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 10:28:13 -0800 (PST)
From: "Curt Mills, WE7U" <hacker@tc.fluke.com>
X-X-Sender:  <archer@wapiti.tc.fluke.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
In-Reply-To: <LYR29682-106008-2002.11.07-03.20.22--curt.mills#fluke.com@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106051-2002.11.07-13.13.56--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
X-OriginalArrivalTime: 07 Nov 2002 18:30:11.0378 (UTC) FILETIME=[B4ECA920:01C2868B]
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "Curt Mills, WE7U" <hacker@tc.fluke.com>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.LNX.4.33.0211071014350.1414-100000@wapiti.tc.fluke.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Thu, 7 Nov 2002, Roger Barker wrote:

> Given that it has turned into yet another open source discussion, I was
> tempted to kill-file the thread...

But if you killed all open-source discussions, you'd miss _all_ the
good technical issues.  ;-)


> They are Mic-E,  I *think* the original question was about compressed
> format (base 91).

Hard to tell.  "Compressed" means one thing in the APRS Spec.  It
means another in everyday usage.  I'd normally consider "compressed"
to be _either_ Mic-E or the Compressed lat/lon as defined in the
spec.  Too bad another name wasn't picked for the spec's
"Compressed" description.


> My experience suggests that it is not widely used. Also, because the
> level of support for compressed format varies between APRS clients, my
> recommendation to UI-View users is not to use it, unless they have a
> specific reason to do so.

And in the spirit of pushing the limits, I'd encourage all of the
Xastir users and anyone else using with APRS clients capable of it
to use compressed posits, compressed objects, compressed items, and
anything else that's in the spec and not well implemented across all
clients.  That might encourage the authors to get off their duffs
and implement what's in the spec.

Please note that Xastir doesn't implement everything in the spec yet
either, so I'm thumbing my nose at our project as well.  ;-)

Obligatory Open-Source:  I'm _for_ open-source.  I release sources
under GPL, BSD-style licenses, and in the public-domain.  I also
have some things I don't publish because I intend to make money on
them, or because they could cause harm if released to the general
populace and somebody had a mean streak in them.  I'm not against
making money with software.  Some projects make sense to do that
with, some don't.  Anyone who claims that one way is the only/right
way isn't seeing the whole picture.

-- 
Curt Mills, WE7U                    hacker_NO_SPAM_@tc.fluke.com
Senior Methods Engineer/SysAdmin
"Lotto:    A tax on people who are bad at math!"
"Windows:  Microsoft's tax on computer illiterates!" -- WE7U
"The world DOES revolve around me:  I picked the coordinate system!"
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 13:08:48 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id NAA21689
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 13:08:46 -0600 (CST)
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106057-2002.11.07-13.52.06--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 19:08:16 +0000
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
From: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
References: <LYR29682-106008-2002.11.07-03.20.22--curt.mills#fluke.com@lists.tapr.org>
 <Pine.LNX.4.33.0211071014350.1414-100000@wapiti.tc.fluke.com>
In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.33.0211071014350.1414-100000@wapiti.tc.fluke.com>
MIME-Version: 1.0
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: Roger Barker <roger@peaksys.co.uk>
X-Message-Id: <bmOV37Agory9Ewt$@peaksys.co.uk>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

In message <Pine.LNX.4.33.0211071014350.1414-100000@wapiti.tc.fluke.com>
, Curt Mills, WE7U <hacker@tc.fluke.com> writes
>On Thu, 7 Nov 2002, Roger Barker wrote:
>
>> Given that it has turned into yet another open source discussion, I was
>> tempted to kill-file the thread...
>
>But if you killed all open-source discussions, you'd miss _all_ the
>good technical issues.  ;-)

It's mind-numbingly BORING, and it's incredibly negative to turn one
topic after another into a discussion of what amounts to a religion.
(IMHO, of course ;-)

-- 
Roger Barker, G4IDE - roger@peaksys.co.uk
For UI-View go to - http://www.UI-View.com
For WinPack go to - http://www.peaksys.co.uk
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 13:44:24 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id NAA22870
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 13:44:19 -0600 (CST)
From: "isi" <rcarter@isi.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 14:44:01 -0500
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106062-2002.11.07-14.27.38--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="iso-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Priority: 3 (Normal)
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V5.00.2314.1300
Importance: Normal
In-Reply-To: <LYR13907-106057-2002.11.07-13.52.06--rcarter#isi.com@lists.tapr.org>
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "isi" <rcarter@isi.com>
X-Message-Id: <NBBBJJKGMKOELPJIIFEGMEMFLCAC.rcarter@isi.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

This sounds like religion to me ;)

> It's mind-numbingly BORING, and it's incredibly negative to turn one
> topic after another into a discussion of what amounts to a religion.
> (IMHO, of course ;-)


---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 17:20:37 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id RAA02341
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 17:20:37 -0600 (CST)
From: Jeff King <jeff@aerodata.net>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 18:20:04 -0500
In-Reply-To: <LYR22299-106002-2002.11.07-01.36.53--jeff#aerodata.net@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Message-Id: <LYR11589-106082-2002.11.07-18.04.00--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: Jeff King <jeff@aerodata.net>
X-Message-Id: <20021107231635.LEPE14813.hughes-fe02@DARLA>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit
X-MIME-Autoconverted: from quoted-printable to 8bit by tapr.org id RAA02341


On Thu, 7 Nov 2002 17:52:46 +1100, Darryl Smith wrote:

>The reason that base 91 was used was
>for accuracy, but for the minor use a full NMEA string is better
>used.

Base 91 was used, I believe, so in the late 1990's so we all would be able to 
see printable characters on our screen.  Go figure.

The "compressed' part of the name means it is a terse positional format, 
which it is, especially considering it gives better accuracy then the 
standard format or MIC-E. With SA being off, and the introduction of WAAS, we 
sorely need something like this.

NMEA can give the accuracy but it is very verbose.

As an aside, since the "compressed format" is not widely supported, I wonder 
how many authors would be willing to support a new protocol (not part of the 
APRS-SPEC) that is designed to be both computer friendly, accurate, and 
terse? Even using something as simple as BCD, you could get two digits per 
byte and very easy to parse and integer friendly. 

I seem to recall UI-View went off the beaten path developing their own 
protocol. I wonder if they addressed this?

-Jeff
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 17:27:02 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id RAA02542
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 17:26:54 -0600 (CST)
X-Authentication-Warning: wapiti.tc.fluke.com: archer owned process doing -bs
Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 15:24:45 -0800 (PST)
From: "Curt Mills, WE7U" <hacker@tc.fluke.com>
X-X-Sender:  <archer@wapiti.tc.fluke.com>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
In-Reply-To: <LYR29682-106082-2002.11.07-18.04.00--curt.mills#fluke.com@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106083-2002.11.07-18.10.15--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
X-OriginalArrivalTime: 07 Nov 2002 23:26:42.0696 (UTC) FILETIME=[21605880:01C286B5]
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "Curt Mills, WE7U" <hacker@tc.fluke.com>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.LNX.4.33.0211071520390.1351-100000@wapiti.tc.fluke.com>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Thu, 7 Nov 2002, Jeff King wrote:

> On Thu, 7 Nov 2002 17:52:46 +1100, Darryl Smith wrote:
>
> >The reason that base 91 was used was
> >for accuracy, but for the minor use a full NMEA string is better
> >used.
>
> Base 91 was used, I believe, so in the late 1990's so we all would be able to
> see printable characters on our screen.  Go figure.

I would think that we could get away from the "printable"
requirement these days.  It'd be a big win if so.


> The "compressed' part of the name means it is a terse positional format,
> which it is, especially considering it gives better accuracy then the
> standard format or MIC-E. With SA being off, and the introduction of WAAS, we
> sorely need something like this.

Yes!  I sometimes uses compressed objects/items just so that I can
have precise positioning of the darn things.  If I don't, they jump
to one of the standard APRS grid positions.  Very annoying.


> As an aside, since the "compressed format" is not widely supported, I wonder
> how many authors would be willing to support a new protocol (not part of the
> APRS-SPEC) that is designed to be both computer friendly, accurate, and
> terse? Even using something as simple as BCD, you could get two digits per
> byte and very easy to parse and integer friendly.

If at least preliminary agreement on this could be made, Xastir
would certainly implement it.

-- 
Curt Mills, WE7U                    hacker_NO_SPAM_@tc.fluke.com
Senior Methods Engineer/SysAdmin
"Lotto:    A tax on people who are bad at math!"
"Windows:  Microsoft's tax on computer illiterates!" -- WE7U
"The world DOES revolve around me:  I picked the coordinate system!"
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 19:35:36 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id TAA06454
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 19:35:35 -0600 (CST)
Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 20:35:08 -0500 (EST)
From: Bob Bruninga <bruninga@usna.edu>
X-X-Sender: bruninga@arctic
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
In-Reply-To: <LYR11586-105815-2002.11.06-01.42.59--bruninga#nadn.navy.mil@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106091-2002.11.07-20.18.56--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
X-Virus-Scanned: by amavisd-milter (http://amavis.org/)
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: Bob Bruninga <bruninga@usna.edu>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.GSO.4.44.0211072034340.10230-100000@arctic>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Wed, 6 Nov 2002, Darryl Smith wrote:

> How widely implemented is the APRS compressed format. I want to do some
> decoding in a PIC and it seems to me that dividing by 91, and then
> converting from decimal degrees to degrees with decimal minutes may be
> outisde the capabilities of the IC.

Much easier to do it with the Mic-E format.  I designed that format to be
simple bit manipulation...  trivial in a PIC...

Bob
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 19:40:37 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id TAA06578
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 19:40:28 -0600 (CST)
From: "Darryl Smith" <Darryl@radio-active.net.au>
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Cc: "'APRS Spec Discussion List'" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] RE: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
Date: Fri, 8 Nov 2002 12:38:57 +1100
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106092-2002.11.07-20.23.50--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Priority: 3 (Normal)
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal
Importance: Normal
In-Reply-To: <Pine.GSO.4.44.0211072034340.10230-100000@arctic>
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V6.00.2800.1106
X-Scanner: exiscan *189y7z-0005Zo-00*Ga3B9q2wOnM* on Astaro Security Linux
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: "Darryl Smith" <Darryl@radio-active.net.au>
X-Message-Id: <004501c286c7$9d9de5e0$4601a8c0@DELL8000>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

The MIC-E is trivial apart from the degrees in the TO CALLSIGN having a
protocol bug where 0-9 are 0x30->39; A-J are 0x41-4A and P-Y are
0x50-59. So much easier if it was O->X as the characters... Then you
just need to do a bitwise and to get rid of the message fields... Or the
N/S fields...

Darryl

---------
Darryl Smith, VK2TDS   POBox 169 Ingleburn NSW 2565 Australia
Mobile Number 0412 929 634 [+61 4 12 929 634 International] 
Darryl@radio-active.net.au | www.radio-active.net.au  

-----Original Message-----
From: Bob Bruninga [mailto:bruninga@usna.edu] 
Sent: Friday, 8 November 2002 12:35 PM
To: Darryl Smith
Cc: APRS Spec Discussion List
Subject: Re: [aprsspec] How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?


On Wed, 6 Nov 2002, Darryl Smith wrote:

> How widely implemented is the APRS compressed format. I want to do 
> some decoding in a PIC and it seems to me that dividing by 91, and 
> then converting from decimal degrees to degrees with decimal minutes 
> may be outisde the capabilities of the IC.

Much easier to do it with the Mic-E format.  I designed that format to
be simple bit manipulation...  trivial in a PIC...

Bob
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From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Thu Nov  7 21:43:12 2002
Received: from lists.tapr.org (lists.tapr.org [204.17.217.24])
	by tapr.org (8.9.3/8.9.3/1.13) with SMTP id VAA10798
	for <lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org>; Thu, 7 Nov 2002 21:43:10 -0600 (CST)
Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 22:42:40 -0500 (EST)
From: Bob Bruninga <bruninga@usna.edu>
X-X-Sender: bruninga@arctic
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
In-Reply-To: <LYR11586-106002-2002.11.07-01.36.53--bruninga#nadn.navy.mil@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106112-2002.11.07-22.26.32--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
X-Virus-Scanned: by amavisd-milter (http://amavis.org/)
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
X-List-Host: Tucson Amateur Packet Radio <http://www.tapr.org>
Reply-To: Bob Bruninga <bruninga@usna.edu>
X-Message-Id: <Pine.GSO.4.44.0211072238210.22234-100000@arctic>
Sender: bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org
Precedence: bulk

On Thu, 7 Nov 2002, Darryl Smith wrote:

> MIC-E is fairly easy to impliment... Base 91 is much harder as it gives
> you a result that is 380926 points per degree latitude, or 190463 points
> per degree longitude.

But those integers were very carefully chosen so that all the math can
still be done with single precision integers (16 bit) (as I do in
APRSdos).  If you want to retain the 1 foot precision, you need double
precision, but by dividing by a constant, you can do it all in single
precision and still get posits to the nearest .01 minute (just like
standard APRS formats)...

Id have to look up the details, but it was easy...

Bob, WB4APR
Id still go with Mic-E as the simplest and 100% fully implemented
version...
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Importance: Normal
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List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
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Max and Others...

Thanks to all those who have answered questions on the APRS spec. It has
been much apreciated. I am so glad that the spec is there and is so well
written.

Since I was the one that the message from Curt was directed at about
open source, and I commented that I was unable to use the GPL for
various reasons, I have decided to comment. I know this is not an attack
on me, but I think some things need to be said. 

>[m:.x:.d:.] I'd add that if you do this - since you won't let your 
>code be free (as in speech) - consider contributing to the community 
>that helped you create your program (by sharing their code with you) by

>giving some of the profits back to projects that help advance open
source.

Personally I don't think that it would be appropriate for me to be
supporting Open Source in lieu of opening the code up. Most of the ideas
are from Ham Radio, so if I were to contribute, I would have to
contribute to a Ham Radio organisation. After all, the open source
people have done exactly zero to help me with this project - not the
tools, spec, ideas, etc.

So I make a donation to TAPR - and in a way that TAPR needs most - in my
time. I am not sure if any of you realise this, but I am now on the
board of TAPR - as of the DCC in denver. I live in Sydney, Australia.
Even to get to LA is a horrible 14 hour flight in a cramped 747. And I
have made a commitment to be an active board member of TAPR, attending
the board meetings a great personal cost to me. 

I have never in my life seen a comment suggesting that PacComm or
Kantronics should be opening their source code and giving it away,
although I am sure that it has been said. I see that it is OK for them
to keep their hard work closed source. After all it is their business. 

When I realsed the software to convert DXF files to MAP files for
WinAPRS, I didn't release the source, but I made the software free. The
wrong people would have needed to pay in order to use the software - the
people who do things rather than the people who use things. I made the
software available to anyone who needed it, but mostly changed the code
as required. I recently opened the source too...

I have been part of the LINUX community longer than anyone I can think
of, apart from LINUS himself. I was one of the few hundred members of
the MINIX mailing list when he released LINUX. I love LUNUX, and run it
for servers. I am just as proud that I spend more time on my Windows XP
laptop. 


There is no requirement in Ham Radio to 'Get' the open source
philosophy. I remember hearing Lyle Johnson talking about Ham Radio
being the NATIONAL PARK OF WIRELESS. Funny thing is that you must PAY to
get in to many National Parks. Access is FREE, just that you have to
pay.

At this point I should also say what I do for a living. I am self
employed - as a consultant engineer. I am strugling to make a living for
myself - and so I need to make every cent count. If I can write some
software and develop some hardware and sell it, at a price that is
reasonable then there is nothing wrong with that.

>I'm amazed that no one has written and released a general APRS parsing 
>library. Everyone seems to do it from scratch. Why? Wouldn't the
community 
>be better served by creating a portable standard library that could be 
>easily used by others? Has it been tried? I've never been able to find 
>any record of such a thing. (by the way, if you want to work on a
general 
>APRS library, email me. I'm game.)

That would be fantastic. You just need to make sure that the licenses is
appropriate, and will allow the software to get used. There is cheap
commercial software out there (like UI-View) that would have great
troubles if they wanted to use a GPL'ed license code in their software
[I have lost count of how many copies of UI-View I have registered just
so I can pay roger some more for his software :-) ]. The license would
need to be open so that modifications to the parsing code were public
regardless, but that the resulting application could be sold without
restriction.


>From Curt
>Although I don't fully agree with your Open source idea.  I do feel
these 
>programmers should contribute (They may in ways we don't see) to the
hobby instead
>of making a buck from it.    Thanks to open source and UIview there is
>still options available to everyone. 8)

Programmers do contribute - by writing software. 

>Obligatory Open-Source:  I'm _for_ open-source.  I release sources
under 
>GPL, BSD-style licenses, and in the public-domain.  I also have some
things 
>I don't publish because I intend to make money on them, or because they
could 
>cause harm if released to the general populace and somebody had a mean
streak 
>in them.  I'm not against making money with software.  Some projects
make sense 
>to do that with, some don't.  Anyone who claims that one way is the
only/right 
>way isn't seeing the whole picture.

Interstingly, there is no such thing as software placed into the PUBLIC
DOMAIN - especially in the USA where Sonny Bono managed to extend the
Copyright Act... The only way for anything to enter public domain is for
the copyright to extinguish. There was an interesting article on that in
the Linux Journal - October or november just inside the back cover.

Anyway that is too long an email...

Darryl

---------
Darryl Smith, VK2TDS   POBox 169 Ingleburn NSW 2565 Australia
Mobile Number 0412 929 634 [+61 4 12 929 634 International] 
Darryl@radio-active.net.au | www.radio-active.net.au  



---
You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: lyris.aprsspec@tapr.org
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


From bounce-aprsspec-11589@lists.tapr.org  Fri Nov  8 10:00:07 2002
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Date: Fri, 8 Nov 2002 08:14:57 -0800 (PST)
From: "Curt Mills, WE7U" <archer@eskimo.com>
X-Sender: archer@gatekeeper.we7u.net
To: "APRS Spec Discussion List" <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
cc: APRS Spec Discussion List <aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>,
        "Mills, Curt, WE7U" <archer@eskimo.com>,
        "Curt, WE7U Mills" <hacker@tc.fluke.com>
Subject: [aprsspec] Re: OT open source, was: How widely implemened is APRS Compressed format?
In-Reply-To: <LYR29683-106144-2002.11.08-01.55.47--archer#eskimo.com@lists.tapr.org>
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106180-2002.11.08-10.43.24--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
List-Owner: <mailto:owner-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
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On Fri, 8 Nov 2002, Darryl Smith wrote:

> Since I was the one that the message from Curt was directed at about
> open source, and I commented that I was unable to use the GPL for
> various reasons, I have decided to comment. I know this is not an attack
> on me, but I think some things need to be said. 
> 
> >[m:.x:.d:.] I'd add that if you do this - since you won't let your 
> >code be free (as in speech) - consider contributing to the community 
> >that helped you create your program (by sharing their code with you) by
> 
> >giving some of the profits back to projects that help advance open
> source.

Wait a minute, I didn't say any of that!  I think it was someone named
Max?


> >I'm amazed that no one has written and released a general APRS parsing 
> >library. Everyone seems to do it from scratch. Why? Wouldn't the
> community 
> >be better served by creating a portable standard library that could be 
> >easily used by others? Has it been tried? I've never been able to find 
> >any record of such a thing. (by the way, if you want to work on a
> general 
> >APRS library, email me. I'm game.)

Again.  Not me!


> >From Curt
> >Although I don't fully agree with your Open source idea.  I do feel
> these 
> >programmers should contribute (They may in ways we don't see) to the
> hobby instead
> >of making a buck from it.    Thanks to open source and UIview there is
> >still options available to everyone. 8)

Again.  Not me!


> Programmers do contribute - by writing software. 
> 
> >Obligatory Open-Source:  I'm _for_ open-source.  I release sources
> under 
> >GPL, BSD-style licenses, and in the public-domain.  I also have some
> things 
> >I don't publish because I intend to make money on them, or because they
> could 
> >cause harm if released to the general populace and somebody had a mean
> streak 
> >in them.  I'm not against making money with software.  Some projects
> make sense 
> >to do that with, some don't.  Anyone who claims that one way is the
> only/right 
> >way isn't seeing the whole picture.

Now that was me, but it was kind of a P.S. at the end of an on-topic
message and wasn't intended to get sucked off separately into this
thread.

I'm an open-source developer, but I'm not quite as in-your-face
as some of the others.  I just keep nudging here and there.  ;-)

Curt, WE7U.				archer@eskimo.com
http://www.eskimo.com/~archer
  Lotto:  A tax on people who are bad at math. - unknown
Windows:  Microsoft's tax on computer illiterates. - WE7U.
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MIME-Version: 1.0
Message-Id: <LYR11589-106187-2002.11.08-10.52.59--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
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On Friday 08 November 2002 04:14 pm, Curt Mills, WE7U wrote:
> > >I'm amazed that no one has written and released a general APRS parsing
> > >library. Everyone seems to do it from scratch. Why? Wouldn't the
> >
> > community
> >
> > >be better served by creating a portable standard library that could be
> > >easily used by others? Has it been tried? I've never been able to find
> > >any record of such a thing. (by the way, if you want to work on a
> >
> > general
> >
> > >APRS library, email me. I'm game.)

There are general purpose APRS parsing programs. People wrote them from 
scratch because there weren't any. I can think of at least three. XAstir. 
Aprsdec. and my aprsworld parser. Pulling the parsing routines out of XAstir 
and my parser is almost trivial, and I haven't tried aprsdec but I suspect it 
would be too!

-Jim KB0THN
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Date: Fri, 8 Nov 2002 09:10:49 -0800
Message-ID: <LYR11589-106189-2002.11.08-11.54.33--lyris.aprsspec#tapr.org@lists.tapr.org>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain;
	charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
X-Priority: 1 (Highest)
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List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org>
List-Software: Lyris Server version 3.0
List-Subscribe: <mailto:subscribe-aprsspec@lists.tapr.org>
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> On Friday 08 November 2002 04:14 pm, Curt Mills, WE7U wrote:

[m:.x:.d:.] Actually, curt didn't write this. I did.

> > > >I'm amazed that no one has written and released a general APRS
> parsing
> > > >library. Everyone seems to do it from scratch. Why? Wouldn't the
> > >
> > > community
> > >
> > > >be better served by creating a portable standard library that
could
> be
> > > >easily used by others? Has it been tried? I've never been able to
> find
> > > >any record of such a thing. (by the way, if you want to work on a
> > >
> > > general
> > >
> > > >APRS library, email me. I'm game.)
> 
> There are general purpose APRS parsing programs. People wrote them
from
> scratch because there weren't any. I can think of at least three.
XAstir.
> Aprsdec. and my aprsworld parser. Pulling the parsing routines out of
> XAstir
> and my parser is almost trivial, and I haven't tried aprsdec but I
suspect
> it
> would be too!

[m:.x:.d:.] I stand (semi) corrected. There are programs, and they
include parsers. What I'm talking about is a general purpose _stand
alone_ parsing library that can be included, either via linking
(libaprs.so, libaprs.dll, anyone?) or source inclusion.

Aprsdec is a perfect example of a well developed parser, but to use it
effectively I'd be forced to write in perl. It's not general purpose.
Your aprsworld parser is well developed, but still doesn't quite fit the
bill as general purpose. Its designed to parse and stuff into a
database. Xastir has a similar issue, its parsing is fully intertwined
with the application. After looking at the code and thinking about how I
would make it generic, we may have different ideas as to what "trivial"
means.

i'd like to seriously propose that we create a parsing library that has
the following characteristics:

1> portable. This means not only that it will run on any (reasonable)
platform, but can be used from most languages. A linkable library is
probably the key here, although the ability to do source inclusion is a
plus.

2> generic. Doesn't make any presumptions beyond being handed data and
handing parsed data back. No dealing directly with a tnc or with tcp
streams. No mucking about with databases or files. No reliance on
application provided i/o.

3> useable. As a part of developing the library, creating stub
classes/functions so it could be a drop in replacement for existing
parsing routines inside programs. So, for instance, if I decided that
I'd like to link to this library out of xastir, the library source
should include stubs to make that possible. Oh, this is probably
non-trivial. :-)

4> documented. While this wouldn't be a reference implementation, it
should be documented clearly against the spec. not surprisingly, aprsdec
does an incredible job of this, we should emulate that work.

5> free and open. You know what I mean.

There. Its more of an intimation to a proposal than an actual proposal,
but you get my drift. I'm willing to work on it, but not alone - and not
if this community doesn't see a need. 

K6mxd
Max
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On Fri, 8 Nov 2002, James Jefferson wrote:

> There are general purpose APRS parsing programs. People wrote them from
> scratch because there weren't any. I can think of at least three. XAstir.
> Aprsdec. and my aprsworld parser. Pulling the parsing routines out of XAstir
> and my parser is almost trivial, and I haven't tried aprsdec but I suspect it
> would be too!

You can go to http://sourceforge.net and type in "APRS" in the
search box.  You'll find some C++ class libraries, some Java stuff,
Xastir, APRSWorld, and others.

-- 
Curt Mills, WE7U                    hacker_NO_SPAM_@tc.fluke.com
Senior Methods Engineer/SysAdmin
"Lotto:    A tax on people who are bad at math!"
"Windows:  Microsoft's tax on computer illiterates!" -- WE7U
"The world DOES revolve around me:  I picked the coordinate system!"
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Mime-Version: 1.0
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At 06:11 PM 11/8/02 +1100, Darryl Smith wrote:

>I have never in my life seen a comment suggesting that PacComm or
>Kantronics should be opening their source code and giving it away,
>although I am sure that it has been said. I see that it is OK for them
>to keep their hard work closed source. After all it is their business.

I guess I'll have to say it more often.  I've long suggested that Kantronics
would sell more units if they released either the full source or an SDK
for their KPC-3's.  Amazing little boxes but the existing software, as good
as it is, isn't what it could be.

One of these months somebody will have time to start up an open source
project either for the Kantronics or stock TNC-2's and we'll finally be able
to make some good progress on the basic client and node systems.

73,
Bill - WA7NWP
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G'Day All...

I need to appologise to Curt for the impression that he made comments
that he clearly did not make. That was not my intention. Curt has at all
times been very low-key with his suggestions on the use of open source
software. 

What I was intending to say was that low key comments by him and others
were taken and conciderably extended. Carefully examining the area at
the start of the first quoted area does reveal [M.X.D] or the last three
letters of Max's call. 

Where I really did stuff up was the following paragraph from "Patrick
Karp" <pkarp@conwaycorp.net> where I wrongly attribited it... Sorry.

>> >From Curt
>> >Although I don't fully agree with your Open source idea.  I do feel
>> these 
>> >programmers should contribute (They may in ways we don't see) to the
>> hobby instead
>> >of making a buck from it.    Thanks to open source and UIview there
is
>> >still options available to everyone. 8)
>
>Again.  Not me!

Darryl

---------
Darryl Smith, VK2TDS   POBox 169 Ingleburn NSW 2565 Australia
Mobile Number 0412 929 634 [+61 4 12 929 634 International] 
Darryl@radio-active.net.au | www.radio-active.net.au  
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No, but any changes to the code fragments that were used... note the 
distinction... must be available, and by convention the source is 
distributed.

Open Source is not a guard against private enterprise.  It does remove 
some of the more restrictive concerns about licensing and subsequent 
source distribution, and does attempt to keep those elements designated 
for full release stay fully available.

gerry

Bill Vodall - WA7NWP wrote:
>>The Xastir source code is freely available under the GPL license and
>>written in C.
> 
> 
> Once you include it directly in your software, you're required to
> release your source code. No?   The poison pill principle.
> 
> Maybe it would be possible to use code on a non-GPL basis with permission
> from authors of individual sections of XASTIR.
> 
> Bill - WA7NWP
> 
> 
> 
> ---
> You are currently subscribed to aprsspec as: n5jxs@tamu.edu
> To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-aprsspec-11589P@lists.tapr.org
> Questions regarding the SIG go to the SIG administrator: wa1lou@tapr.org


-- 
Gerry Creager -- gerry.creager@tamu.edu
Network Engineering -- AATLT, Texas A&M University
Office: 979.458.4020  FAX: 979.847.8578
Cell: 979.229.4301    Pager: 979.228.0173
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On Fri, 08 Nov 2002 11:52:49 -0800, Bill Vodall - WA7NWP wrote:

>One of these months somebody will have time to start up an open
>source
>project either for the Kantronics or stock TNC-2's and we'll finally
>be able
>to make some good progress on the basic client and node systems.

Already done on the TNC2. thenet and X1J node code is open source. Also, APRS 
UI-DIGI was based on nordlink TNC code, but source was never released. He 
appears to be in violation of the nordlink agreement by not releasing but 
don't quote me.

http://www.nordlink.org/eng/index.htm

-Jeff
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At 03:52 PM 11/8/02 -0500, Jeff King wrote:

>On Fri, 08 Nov 2002 11:52:49 -0800, Bill Vodall - WA7NWP wrote:
>
> >One of these months somebody will have time to start up an open
> >source
> >project either for the Kantronics or stock TNC-2's and we'll finally
> >be able
> >to make some good progress on the basic client and node systems.
>
>Already done on the TNC2. thenet and X1J node code is open source.

I know.  It might be a good start.  The problem isn't the source - it's the
development environment.   Bet you a cold one of your favorite variety
you can't compile the source to create a stock X1J ROM image.

Considering the questionable birth of X1J to start with I'd like to get something
going from a clean beginning.  I think the source for a KISS implementation
is available - that's where I'd start.

>Also, APRS 
>UI-DIGI was based on nordlink TNC code, but source was never released.
>appears to be in violation of the nordlink agreement by not releasing but 
>don't quote me. http://www.nordlink.org/eng/index.htm

Give me two cold ones and I'll say more of the same.

Bill - WA7NWP
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On Fri, 08 Nov 2002 14:12:05 -0800, Bill Vodall - WA7NWP wrote:

>Considering the questionable birth of X1J to start with

Netrom (software 2000) was written in assembler, X1J was written in C by a 
englishman. What is questionable here?  I take all the gossip from the late 
80's with a grain of salt. Software 2000 left the amateur scene year's ago... 
Nordlink (of germany) is still involved and actually contributing much.

I thought the whole idea of open source was to share? Why throw away all 
their experience and start with KISS... which if you read Phil Karn's paper 
KISS was a kludge to begin with.

-Jeff
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At 05:56 PM 11/8/02 -0500, Jeff King wrote:

> >Considering the questionable birth of X1J to start with
>
>Netrom (software 2000) was written in assembler, X1J was written in C by a 
>englishman. What is questionable here?

I was going to write:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Nothing!

Software 2000 wrote Netrom.

Some folks disassembled it.  Changed the order of some function parameters and
released the source code.  Software 2000 wisely left the amateur market
for greener pastures where they would be rewarded for their efforts.  That's
good business - and a loss for Amateur radio.

Some folks in Arizona supported the released TheNet software for a while.

Then Dave, G8KBB, picked up on the TheNet code and supported it for
a few years under the name X1...  I think that was for eXperimental release 1
of a new TheNet code.  His last release was X1 version J - thus X1J.

Some of Dave's additions were in C.  The core is still the basic TheNet assembly.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Now, after a bit of web research I have to take back the "!" from Nothing.  I don't
believe their's any question that there was an original release of source from
a disassembled Netrom.

Following this thread for some interesting discussion:

   http://www.mail-archive.com/linux-hams@vger.rutgers.edu/msg00393.html


How that relates to the release of TheNet Version 1.0 source is a bit fuzzy and
certainly not worth the effort do spend much time researching nor to be fully
discussed yet again here.

Once again the "Vector Board" file archive showed up in a search for old
code.  http://www.vectorbd.com/bfd/thenet/ 

It appears the compile environment isn't as obscure as I thought.  Should be
able to come up with an old Microsoft C80 compiler and M80 assembler around
here somewhere.   The peephole optimizer might be a bit tricker to find, but if
we don't try to shoehorn in all the features, it might not be necessary to go to the dual
bank switching trick which will simplify things a lot.

What ever happens with this code branch, it'll forever carry the ghost of Software 2000.

>  Software 2000 left the amateur scene year's ago... 
>Nordlink (of germany) is still involved and actually contributing much.

Which doesn't change the reason that Software 2000 left the amateur scene.

>I thought the whole idea of open source was to share?

Some share more then others.   Which is terrific if that's what one chooses
to do.  To have your efforts shared by others to your personal detriment is
not a good thing.  We see this today.   Notice the lack of software coming
from both Paccomm and Kantronics?    Maybe if there were less shared
ROMS in digi's and TNC's out there we'd be seeing new and better software.

Also read Steve's comment on why the source for Findu isn't open.  It's down a couple
paragraphs at http://www.findu.com/.   He's right on!

Just because it's essentially free to copy (steal) software, doesn't make it
cheap to development and support.  It takes a lot of time to do it right and
that's expensive in the commercial world.  It's even expensive in the GNU
world.  Folks put in many hours doing some good work.  It's a great
thing that they donate that effort.  

In the real world you pay for software support and updates on a regular basis.
Successful organizations don't complain about that - they're happy for it.  It
provides them with new and better tools.

>Why throw away all 
>their experience and start with KISS... which if you read Phil Karn's paper 
>KISS was a kludge to begin with.

It's simple, it's universal and it works.   The disadvantage of KISS in a TNC environment is
usually overshadowed by many other system parameters.   That applies even more so in the
APRS network which is glowing example of what can be done using simple kludges.

Here's some packet stats from one of my systems what has been up just 70 days.
Add them up.  That's close to two million packets.  Not bad for using the kludge.
(No, this isn't APRS either...) 

ax0     RX packets:730019 errors:0 dropped:0 overruns:0 frame:0
           TX packets:824784 errors:0 dropped:0 overruns:0 carrier:0

ax1     RX packets:285096 errors:0 dropped:0 overruns:0 frame:0
           TX packets:59894 errors:0 dropped:0 overruns:0 carrier:0

ax2      RX packets:0 errors:0 dropped:0 overruns:0 frame:0
           TX packets:59817 errors:0 dropped:0 overruns:0 carrier:0

Bottom line.  We will have more and better software if we respect those
folks developing it.  Either by respecting the GNU license or by paying
for what we use from folks in business.

>-Jeff

73,
Bill - WA7NWP

PS.  To keep this at least a microBit on topic, the plain text nature of the current
APRS feed is a good thing.  Save the compressed binary transport for the next
generation where it can be part of a clean rewrite.

PPS.  Another current example of involuntary software sharing.   There are now two
commercial spinoffs of Byon's Tiny Trak using "shared" source and utilities.
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Bill:

I'm confused. You suggest a open source project for the TNC2 or other TNC's 
might be a good thing, and now are slandering Europeon packet radio 
organizations as well as apparently  condemning the whole open source 
movement.

Could you have been trolling here?

No matter, I'll bite a little.

First, do we agree that Open source and theft are not the same thing? I'm not 
sure if you understand the difference. I do, and understanding this is 
fundamental to any discussion.



On Mon, 11 Nov 2002 11:47:59 -0800, Bill Vodall - WA7NWP wrote:

>Software 2000 wrote Netrom.

Yes, Software 2000 was a commercial company and the product was copyrighted. 
Source code was not released although I have found evidence of some sharing 
of ideas between Nordlink and software 2000.

>Some folks disassembled it.

That was stated. And based on what you said, Software 2000 had clear cause of 
action against NordLink and the individuals involved. Remember, Software 2000 
did not make the product Open Source. Yet for whatever reason, Software 2000 
chose not to take legal action, to the best of my knowledge.

Yet here you are, 10 years  later, beating the same slander drum against 
fellow amateurs. While it may or may not be true, I think the fact Software 
2000 chose not to exercise its rights means third parties should not beat the 
slander drum 10 years later.


>Some folks in Arizona supported the released TheNet software for a
>while.

Jack Taylor n7oo. And your stating he is  thief also?


>Then Dave, G8KBB, picked up on the TheNet code and supported it for
>a few years under the name X1...

And now we get to Dave, who I was referring to. So it is your opinion he is 
also a criminal?

And what about Marco Savegnago, the author of UI-Digi? APRS crook?

And how about the authors of NOS, who "stole" the netrom protocol (which 
apparently was copyrighted) and put it into NOS?

Bottom line, Software 2000 chose not to enforce it's rights under the law, 
and no evidence even exists of a tort letter being sent to Nordlink. At a 
minimum, this should have been done. 


>Following this thread for some interesting discussion:
>
>http://www.mail-archive.com/linux-
>hams@vger.rutgers.edu/msg00393.html

The above was from ~1999, memories getting fuzzy. Here are some from around 
the time it all happened (1990):

http://groups.google.com/groups?selm=8906090737.AA00657%40ucbvax.Berkeley.EDU
http://www.cnunix.com/ftp/hamradio/thenet/thenet.flame
http://groups.google.com/groups?selm=719640550snx%40skyld.UUCP
http://groups.google.com/groups?selm=10857%40platypus.uofs.uofs.edu



>>Software 2000 left the amateur scene year's ago...
>>Nordlink (of germany) is still involved and actually contributing
>>much.
>
>Which doesn't change the reason that Software 2000 left the amateur
>scene.

What is the reason they left? (facts please)  You do understand the reason 
NordLink developed TheNet is that Software 2000 had stopped supporting its 
product? At worst, the effort may have hastened their withdraw but they where 
already on the way out. 


>>I thought the whole idea of open source was to share?
>
>Some share more then others.   Which is terrific if that's what one
>chooses to do.  To have your efforts shared by others to your personal
>detriment is not a good thing.

No it is not. That is why there is a whole section of law called copyright, 
trademark and patents. Even a section of the U.S. government devoted to it. 

Bill, I run a commercial company. I've also had designs and trademarks 
stolen. Often a simple threatening letter from my attorney stops it in its 
tracks. I'm not saying this is right, but by the same token, slandering 
someone in a public newsgroup is not right unless you are willing to go to 
the mat with them. Software 2000 chose to slander Nordlink on the newsgroups 
and at TAPR board meetings instead of doing it the right way. Regardless of 
the "truth" their methods tell me alot about the individuals. 


>Notice the lack of software coming
>from both Paccomm and Kantronics?    Maybe if there were less shared
>ROMS in digi's and TNC's out there we'd be seeing new and better
>software.

Again, you are confusing Open Source with theft. They are not the same thing. 
I'd suggest turning in some of those ROM thieves you know into Paccomm and 
Kantronics instead of using it as a argument against open source.


>Also read Steve's comment on why the source for Findu isn't open.
>It's down a couple paragraphs at http://www.findu.com/.   He's right on!

In this country, anyone is free to flush their source code down a rathole if 
they so chose. Guess some of us are quite happy a fellow in Finland named 
Linus decided he didn't want to emulate this!

Maybe you should check this site out:

http://www.aprsworld.net

Put together originally by a high school student. He was so misguided he 
released it as open source. And for his punishment he was awarded a 
scholarship to college by the IEEE.

http://aprsworld.net/info/sponsors/

Some capitalists do DO open source.


>Just because it's essentially free to copy (steal) software, doesn't
>make it cheap to development and support.

Again, your confusing thief and open source. Of course it is not cheap, but 
some people who write source code for fun want their efforts to live on after 
them. Often it doesn't, but sometimes it does. But it is their choice.


>In the real world you pay for software support and updates on a
>regular basis.
>Successful organizations don't complain about that - they're happy
>for it.  It provides them with new and better tools.

I think I spent about $5000 on software last year, close to $15,000 so far 
this year. Your point?


>>Why throw away all
>>their experience and start with KISS... which if you read Phil
>>Karn's paper KISS was a kludge to begin with.
>
>It's simple, it's universal and it works.

It is also from 1985. KISS is decoupled from the radio environment. Phil even 
mentions this. If your browse some of those netrom thieves sites in Europe 
you'll discover they have gone on to do variants of KISS addressing this 
called SMACK and 6pack and further have developed something called DAMA (from 
the NordLink thieves).


>Here's some packet stats from one of my systems what has been up
>just 70 days.
>Add them up.  That's close to two million packets.  Not bad for
>using the kludge.
>(No, this isn't APRS either...)

It is NOS of course. I used checksum KISS on all my NOS nodes. Makes a big 
difference. Still, I don't understand your point. You blast two million 
packets in the air, and you say "not bad"? A better metric would be how much 
actually data got sent on those 2 million packets.


>Bottom line.  We will have more and better software if we respect
>those folks developing it.  Either by respecting the GNU license or by
>paying for what we use from folks in business.

Of course. The people you are slamming long long ago left the scene so isn't 
it time to move on?

>PS.  To keep this at least a microBit on topic, the plain text nature of the
>current APRS feed is a good thing.  

In 1985 or 1990 it might have been. Today it is just plain inefficient and 
what we have is not well suited for small microcontrollers.

>Save the compressed binary transport
>for the next generation where it can be part of a clean rewrite.

I wouldn't discourage anyone from doing this. APRS works on the principle 
that you do something and then it gets implemented in the spec. If someone 
wants to do a binary compressed format for ham AVL, I'd highly encourage it 
as the spec does not move fast enough (and that is a whole other topic of 
discussion).


>PPS.  Another current example of involuntary software sharing.
>There are now two
>commercial spinoffs of Byon's Tiny Trak using "shared" source and
>utilities.

??

Again, there is a difference between theft and open source. Byon, as best I 
can tell, released too much and didn't protect himself well enough. I'm sure 
he has learned from this, but don't try and confuse the issues. The TinyTrak2 
is a commercial product, not open source.

-Jeff
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I am having problems with entering Lat/Lon. I converted to
dec. I still end up in someplace 1000 or more miles away
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G'Day All

Thank you for reading this message. TAPR provides this mailing list
along with others as a service to their members and the Ham Radio
community in general. Providing this service and other services such as
our FTP site and the cost of developing new products like the Pic-E and
EasyTrak, costs money. 

We are more than happy to provide these resources to the entire Ham
Radio community, but we do ask that you do concider joining TAPR. A good
way to see what we're up to is to take a look at the latest issue of our
quarterly journal, the  _Packet_Status_Register_ which is available for
download at 
http://www.tapr.org/PSR

Membership in TAPR is only US$20 regardless of whether you live in
Tuscon, Arizona, or Sydney, Australia. If you want to join, or if your
membership is coming up for renewal, please visit www.tapr.org on the
Web for details. Specifically you can go to the following page for
information
	http://www.tapr.org/tapr/html/Fmembership.html

Darryl Smith, VK2TDS
TAPR Board Member

P.S. I have recently joined the board as its first non-North American
board member. As part of my Board duties, I have agreed to have overall
responsibility for membership. If anyone has any questions or concerns
about membership or TAPR in general, please EMAIL me. I can also be
contacted by phone with prior arrangement

---------
Darryl Smith, VK2TDS   POBox 169 Ingleburn NSW 2565 Australia
Mobile Number 0412 929 634 [+61 4 12 929 634 International] 
vk2tds@tapr.org | www.radio-active.net.au  
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